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For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And the cleverness of the 
clever I will set aside.” Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? (I Cor. 1:18-20)  

 

There have always been skeptics of the historical Jesus and Christ and His divine identity. 
Additionally, there have always been critics of the trustworthiness and accuracy of the four gospels. 
The atheists attack Jesus and the Bible. World religions reject Jesus as God in the flesh. There are 
even liberals disguising themselves as biblical proponents in search of the truth who deceive gullible 
people. I lump them all together in one place and call that place: Skeptic Tank.  

 

Below is a partial listing of scholars who may provide you with some helpful information for your faith. 
I encourage you to read their books or go to YouTube and watch/listen to their presentations. Some 
of them are debates; therefore, you can listen to the opposing views of atheists, agnostics, etc. and 
reach your own conclusions.  

 
CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE SCHOLARS  

 William Lane Craig  

 Peter J. Williams  

 Tim McGrew  

 Simon Gathercole  

 Daniel B. Wallace  

 Lawrence Mykytiuk  

 Lee Strobel  

 John Lennox 

 https://CrossExamined.org 

 https://www.GotQuestions.org 

 https://Probe.org 
 
We need a faith that will withstand the onslaught of attacks of the skeptics and critics of God’s Word 
and His Son, Jesus Christ. We don’t need to turn militant, but we need to be convicted in what we 
believe. I pray the series we are beginning today is a blessing to you and your family and our family of 
faith here at Walnut Hill Church of Christ.  
 

“If you were arrested for being a Christian would there be enough evidence to convict you?” Would 
you stake your life on the Christian claim that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God? Do you believe in 
Jesus to the degree that you have given your life to following Him? Is our culture (which is spiraling in 
a downward trend away from Christianity) having a negative effect on your faith? Or, do you have 

https://youtu.be/pnZB4_bb6TY
https://youtu.be/9JXE2n0nlC0
https://youtu.be/slijQdTGVyk
https://youtu.be/kPM4tEVKRmY
https://crossexamined.org/
https://www.gotquestions.org/
https://probe.org/


confident faith that is increasing in the face of cultural challenges that label Christians as baseless, 
out of touch, bigoted, and even evil people?  
  

The questions above are challenging ones that we all must answer. Do you REALLY believe in 
Jesus? How strong and sure is your Christian faith? 
  

Many in America are abandoning their faith. The reason for that is their faith wasn’t worth much in the 
first place and, as a result, they weren’t giving up much. On the other hand, we must be more than 
baptized church goers – we need to be convicted and committed to following Jesus with our entire 
life. In Luke 9:23 Jesus says we must die daily to be saved. How can we do that with a wimpy, weak, 
shallow faith?!   
  

If you were asked the question: “If you were arrested for being a Christian would there be enough 
evidence to convict you?” I want you to be able to say “Absolutely!”  

 
EARLY CHRISTIAN WRITERS:  

Clement 180 A.D. (Egypt)  

 Mark wrote the Gospel. By request from the knowledge of Peter’s preaching at Rome.  

 Matthew and Luke were published first; they are the Gospels containing the genealogies.  

 John’s Gospel was the last one to appear. It was written at the urging of his friends.  
 

Irenaeus 180 A.D. (France)  

 Matthew’s Gospel was the first one written; it was originally written in the Hebrew dialect.  

 Mark, a disciple of Peter, handed down in his Gospel what Peter had preached.  

 Luke, a companion of Paul, recorded in a book the Gospel preached by him.  

 John, the disciple of the Lord, published a Gospel while living at Ephesus in Asia.  
 

Justin Martyr 150 A.D. (Israel)  

 The Christians possessed “memoirs” of Jesus, which were also called “Gospels”.  

 These were written by apostles and by those who were their followers.  

 They tell us of such events as the visit of the Magi at Jesus’ birth and his agony in 
Gethsemane.  

 Justin’s pupil, Tatian, produced a harmony of our for Gospels, the Diatessaron.  
 

Papias 125 A.D. (Greece)  

 Mark, having been the interpreter of Peter, wrote down what Peter had preached accurately, 
though not necessarily in order.  

 Matthew wrote the oracles (a reference sayings of Jesus in his Gospel) in the Hebrew 
language.  

 
Basilides 125 A.D. (Egypt  

 “That each man has his own appointed time, he says, the Savior sufficiently indicates when he 
says, ‘My hour is not yet come.’”  

 “...this, he says, is what is mentioned in the Gospels: ‘He was the true light, which lights every 
man coming into the world.’” (referencing John 1:9)  

 
Ignatius and Polycarp (Asia Minor)  



 Ignatius, Letter to Polycarp 107 A.D. : “in all circumstances be ‘wise as a serpent’ and 
perpetually ‘harmless as a dove.’” (referencing Matt. 10:16)  

 Polycarp, Letter to the Philippians 108 A.D.: Blessed are the poor and those persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of God.” (referencing Luke 6:20)  

 
1 Peter 1:23-25 – “For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, 
through the living and enduring word of God.  For, “All people are like grass, and all their glory is 
like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord endures 
forever.”  And this is the word that was preached to you.” 

 
HOW CAN WE TRUST ANYTHING THAT HAPPENED 2,000 YEARS AGO TO BE TRUE? 

What is critical is not the time of the event until today, but the time of the event until the time it was 
written down and preserved. 

1.  Luke knew and traveled with Paul: 

 Luke investigated the historical information, interviewed people and wrote it down.  Luke 
wrote to the “most excellent Theophilus” a Roman official, so he would have wanted to be 
accurate.  Luke 1:1-4 

 Luke wrote in the first and third person (they, we) meaning Luke got personal information 
from Paul.  Acts 16:6-8, 10-11 

 Luke joined Paul back in Jerusalem with Paul’s entourage Acts 21:13-17 

2.  Oral tradition/history was used from time of Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection until 
written: 

 Early Christians shared the gospel orally,  Acts 5:40-42; 8:4, 12, 26-30 

 People who heard the gospel orally, without written texts, still believed and were baptized. 

3.  Oral transmission was highly accurate: 

 A high percentage of people were illiterate in 1st century Palestine, so they committed 
things to memory 

 Luke stated “you might know the exact truth of what you’ve been taught.” 

4. The Gospel spread all over the Roman Empire 

 Mt 28:18-20 

 Acts 1:8; 2:22-41; 4:1-4,18-20; 5:14; 6:7; 8:4,12,26-39; 11:21; 16:5; 17:6; 28:30-31 

5. Apostles/other inspired writers wrote 

 Col. 4:15-16 — “Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters at Laodicea, and to Nympha 
and the church in her house.  After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read 
in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.” 

 Rev. 1:11 — “which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven 
churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 

6. Most literary experts agree the original texts arc intact 

 5,500 Greek manuscripts 

 N.T. translated into 2,217 languages 

 N.T. English translations = 450 

7. ZERO differences concerning issues of salvation 

 Mt 4:4 

 Luke 4:4 

 Mt15 :6 



 



I Thes. 2:13  
I Cor. 15:17,19,32  
II Cor. 3:12  

INNOCENT UNTIL PROVEN GUILTY  

 Historiographers use oldest documents unless fallacious  

 Jn 5:39-47  

 Gospels are theological biographies  

 Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are biased BUT bent on telling the truth  

 Zero evidence of deception/fraud  

 Determined to tell the truth — Lk. 1:1-4  

 Some skeptics have minds made up before seeing evidence  

 

DAMAGING DATA  

 Bias does not have to mean writing is false  

 Matthew, Mark, Luke and John emphasize love/holiness — why lie???  

 Zero evidence of lies/embellishment  

 Women witnesses?!  

 All powerful son of god on the cross?!  

 Disciples resistance to believe?!  

 Disciples arguing/fearful/doubting/denying?! 

 

If you have more questions and would like to study this topic further, contact Mike Meierhofer. 

 


